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[image: image2.emf]  The purpose of a newsletter is to provide specialized information to a targeted audience. A school newsletter can be a great way to develop a strong relationship with parents. First, choose a short title or theme for your newsletter — something like "School News," or “Back to School.”  If you’d like,  you  can also add a   date and   volume number  for yo ur  newsle t ter.   Next, establish how much time  and money you can spend on your  newsletter. These factors will  help determine how frequently  you publish the newsletter and  its length.  


Happy New Year! What a wonderful holiday that was and did everyone enjoy the snow? What a wonderful surprise that was! 


We are going to hit the ground running this New Year. We have so many things planned. We can’t wait to get started.


We want to welcome Ms. Tera who will be our before school teacher starting January 4th. Some of you may know her from the Mother’s Morning Out Program. We also want to welcome Ms. Paige Drain, who will be our academic parapro and our afterschool teacher on Monday, Thursday and Friday.


We are saddened to see Ms. Skatoff leave. She has been an asset to our program and we will miss her. 


We look forward to seeing big changes in your children in the next 5 months. 


Heather Scarborough














** January 11th is an open house for all our preschool K4 students interested in private school for next year. If you have any friends who might be interested in Kindergarten for the 2011-2012 school year, let them know. We will meet in the fellowship hall of the church from 9:30 – 10:30.


** January 14th: Spirit Night at Stars and Strikes. More information to come from PTO soon.


** January 17th:  The school will be closed for the Martin Luther King Holiday.


** Our field trip was originally scheduled for January 27th. We have changed our field trip to January 19 instead. We will be going to the Center for Puppetry Arts to see The Body Detective. This will be a great tie in to our science studies. We will go to the park for lunch after the performance.  We will change the lunch scheduled for January 19th to January 27th. If you signed up for that lunch, your child will still receive that lunch but it will be on the 27th instead. Please mark your calendar and make sure to pack a lunch from home on the 19th.  
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It’s hard to believe but it is that time of year. We will begin current student registration from January 17th - January 31st. Next school year, we will be opening our 5th grade program.  We will have a small tuition increase in the 2011-2012 school year. We have never had a tuition increase in the elementary program. This means that our teachers have not had a pay raise as well. The Board of Directors voted that we would like to give a pay raise to our teachers this year so the need arose to increase tuition. The tuition increase is $100 for the entire year per child so that is only a $10 increase per month per child. Keep in mind that we still have the lowest tuition in this area and will still be providing a rigorous, academic program.  Lunch and extended day fees will remain the same. 





We will be sending home re-registration packets the second week of school. In order to re-enroll for the 2011-2012 school year, you will need to complete the emergency form and submit a $50.00 nonrefundable re-enrollment fee. This fee can be broken into 2 payments due by January 31st and February 31st. Your enrollment for next year is not complete until that re-enrollment fee is paid. 





Spaces are always limited since we have such small class sizes. We cannot guarantee your space for next year unless you reregister during January 17th – January 31st. We will open up registration to the public on February 1st.





Materials fees for next year are not due until July 1st for reenrolling students. Material fees cover all supplies, books and materials, student insurance, and monthly field trips and events. Materials fees can be broken into 2 payments due June 1st and July 1st. It can also be broken into 6 month payments starting in February.  We are here to help you as much as we can so please contact us if you have any questions or concerns.





Material Fees are as follows:


Grades�
2 payments due June 1st and July 1st�
6 payments due with tuition and June/July1st�
�
Kindergarten and 2nd grade�
$135 per payment�
$45 per month Feb - July�
�
1st, 3rd – 5th grade�
$150 per payment�
$50 per month Feb - July�
�






Advertising


We will be increasing our advertisements for registration this year. Word of mouth is always our best advertisement. We will be sending home postcards that you can give or mail to your friends that are interested in private school education. We are going to have a classroom contest. Each time someone tours our school and gives your name, we will reward that classroom with one point. The classroom that gets the most points will get to go on a special field trip. This contest will run from February – April. You can also earn $50 for each referral you make that registers at our school 
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School Happenings






































Devotional Thoughts 








** We will be starting a weekly newscast next week. 3rd and 4th graders will be newscasters and 1st and 2nd grade will be roving reporters and cameramen. We will tape on Thursdays and then the newscast will be viewed on Friday mornings. This broadcast will be uploaded to a secure, private place on youtube. We will provide the broadcast for parents to watch but we ask that you do not share or link any social media sites to the broadcast. If you do not want your child participating in this project, please sent Ms. Scarborough an email and let her know.


** We are also starting a school chorus. We will meet on Thursdays during students music time. Only 1st – 4th graders will be allowed to participate. If you are interested in having your child participate in the school chorus, please send an email to Ms. Scarborough and let her know. We will start on Thursday, January 13th.


** 4th grade spelling bee will take place on Thursday, January 20th. Our school winner will be going to the district contest. Please study the words that were sent home in the December newsletter. 











 















































Upcoming Events


December 31: ALL Lunch menus are due


7: Report Cards to go home


11: PreK4 open house for 2011-2012 at 9:30


14: Spirit Night at Stars and Strikes on Dallas Highway 


Jan. 17-31: Registration for 2011-2012 school year


17: School Holiday


19: Field Trip


20: 4th grade Spelling Bee























































































































































































































What are your plans for the new year? Have you planned the new year with care and prudence? Or have you, like millions of others, not given a thought to the months lying ahead of you? ��The year that lies ahead, if devoid of careful planning, will just speed by like all the other years of your lifetime. Soon it will be the end of the year, and again, you'll be scratching your head wondering what happened. Year after year can just pass by, until you begin to wonder if you'll ever accomplish anything, unless you take the time to set goals for yourself and map a way to achieve them. ��So I thought about my own New Year’s resolution. I was amazed at the amount of research material available. I could write about the history of why and how we celebrate New Year's Eve. Or I could explain how the tradition of making New Year's resolutions first began. There are articles all over the Internet about similar topics. ��Alas, what was I to do? There is one place that I go when I have a problem deciding what is the right path. It should, of course, be the place where I begin each journey. But, I am human, and I often believe that I can begin my journey and then call on my friend to bless it. That's right, the one place I go for direction is to God, through prayer and reading his wonderful instruction manual, the Bible. ��I opened my Bible to the back to look at the topic index and discovered something interesting. I did not find the word resolve or resolution listed. I did, however, find the word commitment. I shouldn't have been surprised that that discovery, since the night before I had awakened and had written on the paper beside my bed, "commitment, not resolution." ��The word resolve means to decide to do something. The word commit means to devote oneself unreservedly to doing something. What a difference! ��Perhaps this is why our New Year's resolutions don't work. They are merely decisions to do something, often made at ten minutes before midnight because we feel we must make some resolutions. If they were, instead, commitments, something we could devote ourselves to unreservedly, we might just take them more seriously. ��First, we might actually plan them with care and prudence well in advance of the stroke of midnight. We might break them down into manageable chunks that we could definitely achieve. And, we might be inclined to ask God to help us keep them. After all, not many people are surprised if we tell them that we've broken our resolutions. Everyone does that. But, breaking one's commitment is different. We probably wouldn't even want anyone to know that we've broken our commitment. ��However, my suggestion to all of us is that we make a commitment, that we devote ourselves unreservedly, to setting aside a special time each day to study the word of God, and that we also devote ourselves to talking with God, praying, throughout the day. I know that making this kind of commitment will help us all in the other areas of our lives that need "fixed". By leaning on Him, we can lose weight, stop smoking, find more time to spend with our families, or any of the other normal "resolutions" we often make. And by committing ourselves to spending time with our Lord, we have a much better chance to achieve all of the other things we need to achieve in our lives. ��I hope you'll join me in making this commitment. Have a wonderful, Jesus-filled New Year! 

















“Integrating Biblical Truth with Academic Excellence”














We’re on the Web!


www.westcobbchristian.org





2732 Macland Road
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